EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1916

the Thirteenth Flotilla engaged the German des-
troyers in a torpedo attack. The gallantry of these
smaller craft cannot be overpraised. That sub-
sidiary battle, fought under the canopy of the duel
of the greater ships, was one of the most heroic
episodes of the action.

Presently the German Battle Fleet was reported
ahead. Instantly Beatty recalled the destroyers,
put his helm to port, and swung round to a northerly
course. From the pursuer he had now become the
pursued, and his aim was to lead the combined enemy
fleets towards Sir John Jellicoe. At 5.50 on his port
bow he sighted British cruisers, and six minutes later
had a glimpse of the leading ships of the Battle
Fleet five miles to the north. He at once changed
course to east and increased speed. He was forcing
the enemy to a course on which Jellicoe might over-
whelm him.

What a spectacle must that strange rendezvous
have presented had there been any eye to see it as
a whole! Two great navies on opposite courses
at high speeds driving towards each other : the
German unaware of what was approaching ; the
British Battle Fleet, mile upon mile of steel giants
whose van was far out of sight of its rear, making
contact almost by accident in a drift of smoke and
sea-haze!

The details of what followed will no doubt be
debated for centuries. The Grand Fleet, led by the
Third Battle Cruiser Squadron, Bear-Admiral Hood,
whose flagship. Invincible, was shortly afterwards
to be sunk, made contact with the enemy, while
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